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To cover:

Background to the new guidance
Fit with PPS 25
Design strategies
Proposed changes to Building Regulations
Developing the evidence base
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About CIRIA

Construction Industry 
Environmental Forum 
(CIEF)
LACL
CPN
CEEQUAL

SUDS & flooding
Contaminated Land
Environmental Good 

Practice
Asset Management
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Background
Joint EA and DCLG funded project under 

Building Regs Sanitation Framework:
Improving the flood resilience of buildings 
through improved materials, methods and 

details

Other funders: NHBC, SBSA, English 
Partnerships, CBA, CML, CIRIA Core
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Work covered:

Review of existing literature & experience
Health & Safety impacts
Laboratory testing
Collation and analysis of post-flood 

observational data
Strategy for Building Regulations 
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WP5 TESTS
Phases 1-3

WP6: POST FLOOD-
DATA
CASE STUDIES
ANECDOTAL / 
EXPERIENTIAL 
EVIDENCE
WP6: CURRENT 
PRACTICE

WP2- Review of Literature 
& Knowledge
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New guidance

Improving the flood performance of new 
buildings: 

Flood resilient construction

To be published by DCLG
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Definitions…
Flood avoidance:
Constructing a building and its surrounds (at 
site level) in such a way to avoid it being 
flooded (e.g. by raising it above flood level, 
re-siting outside floodplain etc.)
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Flood resistance

Constructing a building in such a way to 
prevent floodwater entering the building and 
damaging its fabric. 
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Flood resilience

Constructing a building in such a way that 
although flood water may enter the building 
its impact is reduced (i.e. no permanent 
damage is caused, structural integrity is 
maintained and drying and cleaning are 
facilitated).
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Flood repairable

Constructing a building in such a way that 
although flood water enters a building, 
elements that are damaged by flood water 
can be easily repaired or replaced. This is 
also a form of flood resilience.
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